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Community History, Demographics, and Economics  
 
Within easy commuting distance of Fayetteville and Fort Bragg, 
Raleigh and Research Triangle, and Wilmington and the beaches, 
Clinton residents can take advantage of the many cultural, 
economic, and recreational offerings while still enjoying life in a 
smaller community. In 2007, Clinton was recognized as an All-
America City. This honor illustrates Clinton’s commitment to a sense 
of community and an outstanding quality of life for its citizens. 
Clinton is home to many nationally recognized civic clubs, which play an important role 
in strengthening the community. Approximately 40 churches representing all 
denominations are active in the Clinton area. 

The Clinton City School System serves over 3,000 students with three elementary 
schools, one middle school, and one high school. All of the schools are fully accredited 
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Sampson Community College is 
located on Sunset Avenue and four other community colleges are within an hour’s drive 
from Clinton. Also within an hour’s drive from Clinton are Fayetteville State University, 
UNC-Wilmington, Campbell University, University of Mt. Olive, and UNC-Pembroke. 

Residents enjoy shopping and dining in the beautifully renovated downtown or have 
fun and exercise at one of the wonderful parks throughout the city. Clinton has much to 
offer and is the perfect community for living, working, and playing. 

 
Fast Facts about the City of Clinton as of January 2015: 

Population:  8,836 

Demographics: 48.9% White, 40.5% African American, 9.2% Hispanic/Latino, 
1.2% Native American, 1.1% Asian, 6.1% other races 

Income Levels:  $32,927 per household, $24,119 per capita 

Age Distribution:  23.6% under 20, 23.8% from 20-39, 32.1% from 40-64, 20.6% age 65+ 

Location:  Sampson County in southeast North Carolina. 63 miles from Raleigh, 63 miles 
from Wilmington, 37 miles from Fayetteville, and 35 miles from Goldsboro. 

City Website:  www.cityofclintonnc.us 

Downtown Website:  www.DowntownClinton.com 

City Telephone Numbers:  (910) 529-1961 (T) (910) 590-3127 (F) 
               ***Data retrieved from 2010 US Census 
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Features of Downtown Clinton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“Milling Around” Public Art Piece 
Designed by famed artist Heidi Lippmann and 
completed in 2012, this public art piece is the 

central feature of Downtown and signifies Clinton’s 
respect for the past and hope for the future.    

Free Public Wi-Fi and 24-Hour 
CCTV Surveillance on the 

Courthouse Square 
The City of Clinton is happy to provide free 

Wi-Fi to visitors of Downtown, as well as peace 
of mind for business owners that comes with 

comprehensive video surveillance. 

Clinton Main Street Program 
Businesses in Downtown Clinton have access to the 
many benefits and services provided by the Clinton 

Main Street Program and its network of 50+ 
volunteers and 20+ partnering organizations 

dedicated to the prosperity and vitality of 
Downtown Clinton.  Including small business 

assistance and counseling, façade design assistance, 
promotional events, financial incentives, etc.   
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Features of Downtown Clinton (contd.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walkable City Streets 
The recently completed Downtown 

Revitalization Project emphasized improving 
the appearance and walkability of 

Downtown.  The entire Downtown now 
features beautiful sidewalks and street trees. 

Downtown Parking Options 
Downtown Clinton contains 

approximately 330 public on-street 
parking spaces and approximately 720 

public off-street parking spaces.  
 More than enough parking for 

 even the busiest days. 

Clinton Commercial Historic District 
The Downtown Clinton Commercial Historic District 

is Nationally Registered with buildings being 65+ 
years old. This gives Downtown a great sense of place 

and charm.  All major renovation projects must be 
reviewed by the Clinton Historic Preservation 

Commission, which protects this historic charm. 



pg. 5 

Downtown Clinton Market Opportunity 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downtown Clinton is the economic and 
geographic center of Sampson County 

with a population of 64,150, and is 
within a 30 minute drive of many more. 

 

Clinton is centrally located between 
Raleigh, Wilmington, Fayetteville, and 
Goldsboro via I-40 and I-95.  Making it 

the ideal location for a day trip, or 
weekend getaway from any of these 

urban centers. 

The NCDOT is currently expanding NC HWY 
24 to interstate grade, 4-lane highway between 
Fayetteville and Clinton.  This expansion will 
reduce travel time between Fayetteville and 

Clinton to <30 minutes, more than tripling the 
amount of people within a 30 minute drive. 
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Downtown Clinton Market Opportunity (contd.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Shop Mainstream Book Store 
Deli High-End Clothing Store 

Restaurant with Bar Entertainment for Kids 
Social Gathering Place Art-Related Uses 

Music Hall General Entertainment 

A recent citizen survey revealed the following as being the 
most desired types of businesses to be located in 

Downtown Clinton: 

The pie chart below shows the results of a recent Market Leakage Study 
completed for the City of Clinton. Please note the highest leakage points. 

Full Serivce 
Restaurants

$161,224 

Drinking Places
$752,158 

Clothing Stores, 
$1,434,796 

Jewelry, Luggage, and 
Leather Goods

$179,893 

Beer, Wine, and 
Liqour Stores

$441,475 

Book, Periodical, 
and Music Stores

$288,393 

Note that the most desired types of businesses for Downtown 
are also the kinds with the most amount of leakage. Any of the 

above businesses could be successful in Downtown Clinton. 

** There is a total of 
$13,000,000 of leakage 
within a 10 mile radius 
of Clinton. 
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Existing Downtown Business 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to the above long-time businesses, Downtown 
Clinton is home to over 180 business and organizations 
employing more than 1,000 full time employees.  These 
businesses include: 

• Multiple Dance Studios 
• Multiple Restaurants (none with alcohol sales) 
• Courthouse 
• Over 40 retail establishments 
• Over 60 professional service offices 
• Multiple workout facilities 
• Over 20 barber shops and beauty salons 

 

 

Long-Time Businesses in Downtown  
 

• Butler’s Pharmacy - 100+ years 
• The Sampson Independent - 90+ years 
• First Citizens Bank - 87+ years 
• Crumpler-Honeycutt Funeral Home - 78+ years 
• Bill’s Beauty Shop - 76+ years 
• Royal Hall Funeral Home - 71+ years 
• Butler & Faircloth Realty - 65+ years 
• Taylor & Sanderson Appliance - 68+ years 

Fleming Estate Property Management - 60+ years 
• Butler & Faircloth Insurance - 51+ years 
• Jeffrey Bell, DDS PLLC - 51+ years 
• Faircloth & Faircloth Attorneys at Law - 47+ years 
• Sessoms Jewelry - 42+ years 
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Downtown Incentive Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Façade Improvement Program - This program reimburses up to $5000 of the costs of repairing and 
refinishing commercial facades in the Downtown Special Tax District.  The chart below shows the awards, 
both awarded and pending, for FY 14-15: 

PROPERTY ADDRESS PROJECT TOTAL GRANT AWARD 
307 Vance St $3,286.13 $1,537.50 

200 E Main St. $6,753.65 $2,500.00 
107 Vance St $2,000.00 $1,000.00 
119 Vance St $22,395.00 $5,000.00 
109 Wall St $14,700.00 $3,675.00 

120 Fayetteville St $5,165.00 $2,500.00 
209 E Main St $1,975.00 $987.50 

TOTAL $56,274.78 $17,200 
 
Utility Incentive Program - This program reimburses utility costs for new or relocating businesses in 
the Downtown Special Tax District based on the schedule below.  Payments are made following one full 
year of operation, and require application approval by the Downtown Clinton Economic Restructuring 
Committee.  There is currently one business taking advantage of this program. They will be eligible for 
$1,200 in August 2015. 

TYPE OF BUSINESS UTILITY REIMBURSEMENT AMOUNT 
Restaurant $1200.00/$100.00 per month 

Retail $600.00/$50.00 per month 
Professional Office/Service $360.00/$30.00 per month 
All Other Permitted Uses $360.00/$30.00 per month 

 

 

 

Economic Tax Incentive Grant Program - This program is designed to incentivize rehabilitation of 
older buildings in the Clinton Downtown Special Tax District.  After the property owner pays all annual taxes, 
the City of Clinton and Sampson County will “grant” the property owner a sum equal to the difference between 
the total tax amount paid and the original tax value before renovation and construction. The special tax district 
incentive program time period is five years.  Below is an example of potential grant award, based on actual 
project in Downtown Clinton.  This property owner will receive a total grant of $27,158.90 over five years 
since construction was completed. 

YEAR PROPERTY 
VALUE 

COUNTY TAX  CITY TAX  DOWNTOWN 
SPECIAL TAX 

TOTAL TAXES PAID TOTAL 
GRANT 

2009 $6,140 $51.86 $24.31 $12.34 $89.51 N/A 
2010 $288,457 $2437.46 $1182.67 $576.91 $4,197.04 $4,107.53 
2011 $414,326 $3853.23 $1657.30 $745.79 $6,256.32 $6,166.81 
2012 $414,326 $3,252.46 $1,657.30 $745.79 $5,655.55 $5,566.04 
2013 $414,326 $3,252.46 $1,657.30 $745.79 $5,655.55 $5,566.04 
2014 $414,326 $3,438.90 $1,657.30 $745.79 $5,841.99 $5,752.48 
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Important Contact Information for Small 
Businesses and  Investors 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Clinton-Sampson Planning Department and Clinton Main Street Program 
Zoning, Occupancy Standards, Sign Permits, Downtown Incentives, HPC Standards 
227 Lisbon St.  
Clinton, NC 28328 
(910) 299-4904 (T) 
(910) 592-4261 (F) 

City of Clinton Utility Billing 
Privilege Licenses, Water and Sewer Connections, and Garbage Collection 
221 Lisbon St.  
Clinton, NC 28328 
(910) 299-4909 (T) 
(910) 592-0221 (F) 

Clinton-Sampson Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 467 
414 Warsaw Rd.  
Clinton, NC 28329 
(910) 592-6177 (T) 
 Small Business Center at Sampson Community College 
P.O. Box 318 
HWY 24 West.  
Clinton, NC 28329 
(910) 592-6177 ext. 2032 
 NC Department of Commerce Division of Workforce Solutions 
115 North Blvd. 
Clinton, NC 28328 
(910) 592-5756 

Sampson County Emergency Management 
107 Underwood St. 
Clinton, NC 28328 
(910) 592-8996 

Clinton Public Works Department 
200 John St. 
Clinton, NC 28328 
(910) 299-4905 
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Important Contact Information for Small 
Businesses and  Investors (contd.) 
 
 
  

Sampson County Economic Development Commission 
P.O. Box 1061 
406 County Complex Rd, suite 130 
Clinton, NC 28329 
(910) 592-8921 

Sampson County Building Inspections 
405 County Complex Rd. 
Clinton, NC 28328 
(910) 592-0146 
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Utility Incentive Program  
 
Purpose and Objectives: 
 
The purpose of this program is to encourage and draw new business into Downtown Clinton.  
Downtown Clinton is a place of both economic and historic significance and the Clinton Main 
Street Program seeks to ensure that all properties in the area are utilized to their full potential.     
 
Utility Incentive Program Description: 
 

• The City of Clinton will issue a one-time disbursal to eligible businesses following the 
schedule below, dollar amounts based on existing business use totals.  

• The disbursal will be made after one full year of operation, and upon confirmation from 
utility billing of utility payments being made in full.  

 

 
Program Eligibility Requirements: 
 

1. The applicant must provide a business plan for review by the Clinton Main Street 
Program’s Economic Restructuring Committee.  
 

2. The applicant must provide a copy of a privilege license issued by the City of Clinton. 
 

3. The business must be open at least 5 days a week for 8 hours a day. 
 
4. The business must show proof of at least a 1 year lease agreement or proof of ownership. 

 
5. The business must be located in the Downtown Clinton Special Tax District. 
 
6. The business must be new, or relocating.  
 
7. All property taxes must be paid in full on property on date of application. 

 
Program Application Requirements: 
 
No application will be considered without the following documentation: 
 

1. Completed program application form. 
 
2. Business plan to be reviewed by Sampson County Small Business Center for 

completeness. 

Type of Business Utility Reimbursement Amount 
Restaurant $1200.00/$100.00 per month 

Retail $600.00/$50.00 per month 
Professional Office/Service $360.00/$30.00 per month 
All Other Permitted Uses $360.00/$30.00 per month 
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3. Copy of privilege license issued by City of Clinton. 
 
4. Copy of one year lease agreement or proof of ownership. 

 
 
Review and Approval Process: 
 

1. Application should be submitted to the Clinton-Sampson Planning Department at 227 
Lisbon St., Clinton, NC 28328. 
 

2. The committee will not review applications that are incomplete.   
 
3. Application will be reviewed by the Clinton Economic Restructuring Committee at their 

next regularly scheduled meeting.  The Economic Restructuring Committee meets the 
first Monday of each month.  The Economic Restructuring Committee may deny any 
application it does not feel meets the minimum requirements of the program, or if it feels 
the business will not contribute to the character and prosperity of Downtown Clinton. 
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Utility Incentive Program Application 
 
Applicant Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Business Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of Business: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Property Address:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Email:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
I hereby submit the application for the Downtown Clinton Utility Incentive Program.  I 
understand and agree to the guidelines of the program and that the application must be approved 
by the Clinton Economic Restructuring Committee. 
 
__________________________________  
Signature of Business Owner 
 
__________________________________ 
Date 
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Façade Improvement Incentive 
 

Purpose and Objectives: 
 
The purpose of the Façade Improvement Program is to provide a financial incentive to business 
and property owners to invest in, and improve the facades of their Downtown Businesses.  The 
goals of the façade program are as follows: 

• To prevent further deterioration of downtown commercial properties. 
• To restore and preserve properties that are valuable for historical, architectural, and 

aesthetic reasons.  
• To provide a comfortable and attractive place to shop, work, and be entertained.  

 
Program Eligibility Requirements: 
 
Any owner or tenant of a commercial building located within the Special Downtown Tax District may 
apply. Tenant applicants must submit owner’s written permission with application. 

A property may be judged to be eligible for a second façade improvement grant if at least five (5) years 
have elapsed since the first grant was awarded and the facade is in need of further improvement. 
 
For the purposes of this program, the definition of façade is: An individual storefront or building side 
which faces a public right of way or is otherwise visible to the general public.  A property owner of a 
single building with separate addresses may apply for a separate façade grant for each address. 

Source of Funds: 
 
The Façade Grants are made possible through funds generated by the Special Downtown Tax District 
appropriations. 

Award: 
 
Decisions may be based upon factors including, but not limited to, size, project cost, and amount of 
available funds.  

At a minimum, qualifying projects are eligible for a grant of up to $1,000 per façade on a 50/50 matching 
reimbursement basis. Projects that cost less than $10,000 in total facade expenditures by an applicant are 
eligible for a grant of up to the lesser of $2,500 or ½ the total cost. Projects that exceed $10,000 are 
eligible for a grant of up to 25% of the total façade project cost not to exceed $5,000. The maximum 
amount awarded to an applicant per project is not to exceed $5,000 in a 10 year period.   
 
Upon approval, grants are awarded on a first-submitted basis until budgeted funds are exhausted or until 
the fiscal year ends, whichever comes first.  
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Guidelines: 
 
1. If the applicant is not the property owner, the property owner’s written permission must be attached to 

the application. 
2. The Design Guidelines for the Clinton Commercial Historic District and Landmarks shall be 

followed. 
3. Work plans shall respect and reflect the architectural integrity of the entire building and streetscape. 
4. Work shall conform to all applicable ordinances & building codes, including the requirements for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness within the Historic District. 
5. The Planning Staff reserves the right to withhold approval of grant application if color, design, sign 

design, or other façade component is not deemed appropriate to the historic integrity of the structure 
and/or the Downtown as a whole. 

6. Applications will become automatically ineligible if work on the building has begun prior to written 
approval by Planning Staff. 

7. A detailed itemized project budget with line by line cost breakdowns is required as part of the 
application. All aspects of the project shall be included. 

8. Projects must begin no later than three months after approval of the grant and completed within six 
months of the grant approval.  

9. If an application is rejected, the Historic Preservation Commission and/or Planning Staff will give 
reasons for rejection and what, if any, steps can be taken to receive approval.  

10. All work performed must be in keeping with the rendering and specifications approved by the 
Historic Preservation Commission, according to the Design Guidelines for the Clinton Commercial 
Historic District and Landmarks.  

11. The applicant must have satisfied any delinquent taxes prior to filing an application.  
12. Any changes or modifications of the submitted plans must be approved in writing by the Historic 

Preservation Commission and Planning Staff.  
13. By signing on application, Applicant agrees to be bound by the terms and guidelines of this 

agreement.  
14. List of eligible and ineligible improvements: 

 
ELIGIBLE: 

• Exterior painting and/or paint removal 
• Exterior cleaning (except sandblasting) 
• Masonry repair and repainting 
• Repair and replacement of architectural details or materials  
• Repair/replacement of windows/window framing 
• Removal of siding and exterior false facades 
• Removal of inappropriate/out-of-date signage 
• Rehabilitation of compatible reconstruction of storefront 
• New awnings or rehabilitation of existing awnings (with exception of personalized 

awnings) 
• Replacement of transom glass 
• Removal of inappropriate, out-of-date or unsafe signage 

 
INELIGIBLE: 

• Personalized signage 
• Personalized awnings   
• Installation of aluminum/vinyl siding or other false facades 
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• Work done prior to grant approval  
• Sandblasting 
• Interior rehabilitation 
• Roof and chimney repairs 

Application Process: 
 
1. Applicant meets with Clinton-Sampson Planning Department Staff to review renovation plans. 
2. Applicant completes application, including design plans, sketches, color scheme, photos, etc. 
3. Applicant reviews application with Building Inspector for code compliance if necessary. 
4. Certificate of Appropriateness Application is submitted with all other necessary information (see 

Guidelines) to the Clinton-Sampson Planning Department office; deadlines are the first (1st) of each 
month for action that month. 

5. Historic Preservation Commission reviews the applicant’s application at their next meeting (the 
second (2nd) Monday of each month at 4 pm) for compliance with Design Guidelines for the Clinton 
Commercial Historic District and Landmarks. The Commission approves, denies, or approves 
conditionally any COA application. 

6. Based on Historic Preservation Commission decision, Planning Staff approves, denies, or approves 
conditionally the applicant’s grant application. 

7. Planning Staff notifies applicant of Commission action in writing. 
8. Applicant signs and returns contract. 
9. Applicant may begin work. 
10. Upon completion of work, copies of applicant’s canceled checks and contractor’s paid statements 

must be sent to the Planning office. 
11. Planning Staff inspect work. 
12. Planning Staff completes necessary paperwork and submits to City Finance Department to request 

check for award amount. 
13. Check is mailed to applicant at address provided on application. 
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Façade Improvement Incentive Application 
 

Please type or print in ink. 
Return to Mary Rose in the Planning Department, 227 Lisbon St 

 
 

Property Address: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Current Use: __________________________ Proposed Use: ____________________________ 
 
Applicant: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Owner   /   Tenant (circle one) 
 
Applicant Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Phone Number: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Owner if different than Applicant: __________________________________________ 
 
Owner Phone Number: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Description of Proposed Renovation (attach summary if needed):_______________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Total Estimated Cost of Façade Renovation: ______________________________________ 
 
Estimated completion date: _________________________________________________ 
 
Checklist for Complete Application - Please indicate compliance: 
 
1. ____ I have read the Façade Grant Program guidelines and I fully understand the agreement.  

2. ____ I have met with Planning Staff. 

3. ____ I have met with the Building Inspector.  

a. My project does / does not require Inspector signature. (circle one) 

4. ____ I have met with the Historic Preservation Commission.  

a. My project does / does not require a Certificate of Appropriateness. (circle one)   

b. ____ If a Certificate of Appropriateness is required by the Historic Preservation Commission, it is 

attached. 

5. ____ I have complied with the Design Guidelines for the Clinton Commercial Historic District and Landmarks.  

6. ____ If I am a Tenant, the Owner’s written permission is attached. 
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7. ____ “Before” pictures, drawings/sketches and/or pictures (including color scheme and sign design) for project 

are attached.  

8. ____ An itemized project budget is attached.  

 

I understand the Façade Improvement Grant must be used in the manner described in this application 
and the application must be reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission and approved by 
Planning Staff prior to commencement of work. I understand that failure to comply with the approved 
application may result in the forfeiture of grant funds. 
 
Applicant Signature: _____________________________________________Date:___________ 
Owner Signature (if different):_____________________________________ Date:___________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

City/County taxes paid to date:   ___ (Y) or ___ (N) 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION APPROVAL: Date: _________________ 

PLANNING DIRECTOR APPROVAL: Date: _________________ 
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Economic Tax Incentive Grant Program 
 
Purpose and Objectives: 

The Tax Incentive Program is intended to encourage the rehabilitation of older buildings and 
promote infill growth with new commercial development in the Clinton Downtown Special Tax 
District. Anticipated benefits of the program include: 

• Reduction in downtown blight; 
• Increases in property value of already redeveloped properties; 
• Support of locally owned businesses; 
• Support of “Smart Growth” and control of urban sprawl; and 
• Growth of a strong downtown commercial district. 

Qualifications for Tax Incentive Program:  

To qualify for the Tax District Incentive Program, a property owner or developer within the 
special tax district is expected to: 

1. Submit an application, including proposed development plans, for review by the City of 
Clinton Planning Department and City Manager. Applicants within the Clinton 
Commercial Historic District will be required to submit a Certificate of Appropriateness 
application for review by the Clinton Historic Preservation Commission prior to 
submission of the application for the special tax district incentive program. 

2. Receive a current tax value appraisal of the site or building from the Sampson County 
Tax Office before renovation or construction begins.  

3. Receive a tax value appraisal of the site or building from the Sampson County Tax Office 
after renovations and construction are completed. 

4. Pay the full annual amount of the newly appraised tax value of the property. 

After the property owner pays all annual taxes, the City of Clinton and Sampson County will 
“grant” the property owner a sum equal to the difference between the total tax amount paid and 
the original tax value before renovation and construction. The special tax district incentive 
program time period is five years. 

Calculation of Tax Incentive:  

The following example illustrates the Tax District Incentive Program. 

Before Development:  

Vacant acre of land or vacant building- $50,000 tax value  

.83 = $422.50 Annual Sampson County Tax 

.40 = $205.00 Annual City of Clinton Tax 
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.18 = $100.00 Annual Clinton Downtown Special Tax District Tax 
$727.50 Total Annual Tax (Before Development)  

After Development:  

Newly developed land or renovated building- $250,000 tax value 

.83 = $2,112.50 Annual Sampson County Tax 

.40 = $1,025.00 Annual City of Clinton Tax 

.18 = $500.00 Annual Clinton Downtown Special Tax District Tax 
$3,637.50 Total Annual Tax (After Development)  

The property owner pays $3.637.50 annually in County, City, and Downtown Special District 
taxes. Each year, the property owner will be “granted” $2,820 ($3,525-$705). At the end of the 
five year incentive period, the annual grant amount will total $14,100. 

Cessation of Tax Incentive: 

Participation in the Clinton Downtown Special Tax District Incentive Program is permitted for 
five years for each application. After five years, the property owner or developer will pay the full 
amount of the newly appraised tax value of the property without benefit of a grant. 

This program is effective for all property within the Clinton Downtown Special Tax District as 
of January 1, 2009. 
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Tax Incentive Program Application 
 

 
 

Property Address: _____________________________________________ Date: ___________ 
 
Current Use of Property: ________________________ Current Assessed Value: ___________ 
 
Property Owner: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Owner Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Owner Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I ___________________ agree to the terms of the Clinton Tax Incentive Program and understand I must 
pay annual property taxes in full, with the grant being awarded as a reimbursal.  Further, I understand I 
must request grant annually from the Clinton-Sampson Planning Department in order to receive 
reimbursal. 
 
Owner Signature: ____________________________________________ 
Date:_____________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 

City/County taxes paid to date:   ___ (Y) or ___ (N) 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION APPROVAL: Date: _________________ 

PLANNING DIRECTOR APPROVAL: Date: _________________ 

ASESSED VALUE CONFIRMED:     Initial: _____ Value: _________________  Date: 
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Mixed-Use and Second-Story Residential   
Development Incentive Program 

 
Purpose and Objectives: 
 
The Clinton 2035 Comprehensive Plan identifies second-story residential development in 
Downtown Clinton as one of the top priorities for the future. In response to this recommendation, 
City Staff and the Clinton Main Street Program have developed the Second-Story Residential 
Development Incentive Program. The purpose of this program is to encourage and incentivize 
Second-Story Residential Development in the Downtown Clinton Commercial Historic District. 
The development of these types of units will increase property values, increase patronization of 
Downtown businesses, and increase the profile and density of Downtown Clinton. The National 
Main Street Center cites second-story residential development in historic commercial districts as 
being the single most important element of successful and prosperous downtowns. In order to 
accomplish this vision for Downtown, the City of Clinton will waive water, sewer, and fire line 
connection fees associated with the creation of second-story residential units in Downtown 
Special Tax District with a cap of $5,000. Any water, sewer, and fire line connection fees above 
$5,000 would be the responsibility of the property owner/developer. 
 
Program Description: 
 

• The City of Clinton will waive water, sewer, and fire line tap fees up to $5,000 per 
building/property for a second-story residential project in the Downtown Clinton Special 
Tax District.  

• New residential units must be in the upper floor(s) of an existing commercial building.  
• The required size of each tap will be determined by the Clinton Public Works Director. 
• Current water and sewer tap fees* are as follows:  

 
Type of Tap Fee 
3/4" Tap & Set $795 
3/4" Meter Set $133 
1" Tap & Set $975 
1" Meter Set $225 
2" Tap & Set $3,315 
2" Meter Set $1,643 
4" Sewer Tap $720 
6" Sewer Tap $1,120 

 
 *Rates are subject to change at the discretion of City Council.  
 
Program Eligibility Requirements: 
 

5. The existing structure must be located in the Downtown Clinton Special Tax District. 
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6. The first floor of the structure must be either occupied by a commercial use, available for 
lease for a commercial use, or under construction for a commercial use at the time of 
application submittal. 

 
7. Property taxes must be paid in full at the time of application submittal. 

 
Program Application Submittal Requirements: 
 
No application will be considered without the following documentation: 
 

1. Completed program application form 
 

2. Site and Floor Plans for residential units 
 

3. Appropriate Conditional Use, Zoning Compliance, Environmental Health, and Building 
Permits 

 
Review and Approval Process: 
 

4. Applications should be submitted to the Clinton-Sampson Planning Department at 227 
Lisbon St., Clinton, NC 28328. 
 

5. Site Plans will be reviewed by the Clinton-Sampson Technical Review Committee for 
compliance with all relevant land use and building regulations.  

 
3. The size and quantity of water, sewer, and fire line taps must be approved by the Clinton 

Public Works Director. Water, sewer, and fire line taps installed outside of the Public 
Works Director approval are not eligible for waivers. 

 
4. Applications will be approved by the Clinton-Sampson Planning Director. 
 

Ongoing Requirements: 
 

1. Developer must receive Certificate of Occupancy from the Sampson County Building 
Inspector within 180 days of water, sewer, and fire line tap fee waiver. If Certificate of 
Occupancy is not granted within this period, the developer will be billed for the full cost 
of the water, sewer, and fire line tap fees. The 180-day period may be extended at the 
discretion of the Clinton-Sampson Planning Director.  

 
2. Residential units for which fees are waived must be used for residential purposes for a 

period of not less than three (3) years after original Certificate of Occupancy is issued. If 
the units are used for any other purpose within this period, the developer or property 
owner will be billed for the full cost of the connection fees. A residential unit being 
vacant and used for storage will not be considered another use for the purposes of this 
requirement, as long as the property is available and appropriately advertised as available 
for rent. 
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Mixed-Use and Second-Story Residential  

Development Incentive Program Application 
 
 
Property Owner Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Property Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
PIN #: ___________________________________Deed Book: _______ Page: ___________ 
 
Number of Residential Units to be Developed: ______ Average Square Feet per Unit: _____ 
 
Current Property Value: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Current Building Use:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
I hereby submit the application for the Downtown Clinton Second-Story Residential 
Development Incentive. I understand and agree to the guidelines of the program and that the 
application must be approved by the Clinton-Sampson Planning Director.   
 
_______________________________________ 
Applicant 
 
_______________________________________  
Signature of Property Owner 
 
Date:  __________________________________ 
 
 
 
 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 
City/County taxes paid to date:   ___ (Y) or ___ (N) 

Public Works Director Approval:  Date:  ________________ 

Planning Director Approval:  Date: _________________ 
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